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v% ANNE CALQUIT, 


Late Wife of 
| M* NICHOLAS CAL QUIT, 
Draper, 


o died on the 7. day of April 1659. and 
was incerr*d the 19. of the "Tas month, Ar the Pa- 
dh Church of Alballow; the leſs in Thames Street. 


- By NATH. HAADT, Miniſter ASt. 
Dionyſ. Backeburch. 
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To his highly efteemed Friend , 
M-* Nicholas (alquit. 


-@ Much fear, leſt the peruſal of 
2& this Sermon prowe the revi- 
ving of your ſorrow, and 
cauſe that wound which the 
death of your Deare Con- 
ſort hath made, to bleed afreſh. 

But I hope withall , that as your love 
bath prompted you to defire a perpetua- 
tion of her memory , ſo your prudence 
teacheth you to moderate your griefe for' 
her diſſolution. : 

That which eſpecially concerneth you, 
and whereof ( I truſt ) you are not forget- 
full, zs, | 

i. Diligently to enquire into the des 
ſerving cauſe wherefore God hath depri- 
ved you of ſo great a comfort ſo ſoon, that 
the ſhowre of your tears for her, may be 
{wallowed up in the river of godly ſor- 
row for fin. #3 "5 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


2. By this (ad experience to be ſo effe- 
Gually convinced of the uncertainty of 
all earthly enjoyments , that it may be a 
curb to all inordinate affe&ion. 

3. Finally, when you.contemplate her 
duſt, ſo to remember your owne death, 
that it may be a (pur to a ſpeedy and con-, 
ſtant prepagation. 

So ſball you bave juſt reaſon to ſay with 
David, It is good for me that I have been 


fl. 1 19, "I, affliced. 


That theſe white flowers may ( throu oþ 
Gods grace ) ſpring from the black root of 
your dolefull Loſle , That that wiſe Pro- 
vidence which bath made this ſore 
breach, wonld be pleaſed to make it up, 
That what was (T hope in love) denied to 
her, nay be ( and that inmercy) confer'd 
0 you, namely, a long life on earth, and. 
that which is (I truſt) already conferd' 
0 het, may (at length) be given to you, 
aamely, an zternal life in Heaven, ts the 
hearty Prayer of him whom you. have by 
Many favours obliged to be 
; _ Your affectionate Friend; 
NATH, HARDY. 
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Humane Frailty. 


Pſalm the 39 verſe the 5% 
Behold, thou haft made my dayes as an 


band bredth,and mine age is as nothing 
before thee : werily every man at his 


beft ftate is altogether vanity. Selah. 


WM Here are two evils to which the 
children of men ing this world 
are ſabje# 3 namely, of Sin, 
and of AfiiFion : the former 
whereof calls for Pexitence, 
the later for Patience : of both 
theſe David giveth us a pattery, of the — 
B t 
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Verſ. 9, 


Pal. 3a. 7. 


' (n Crone it cannot be maved 5 being now un- 


the fore-going , and the oth2r in this Pſalm, 
that being ( as St. Ambroſe hath well obſer- 


ved ) forma penitentie, 4 Pſalm of Repen+ 
tance tor his Sins, and nv fra penitentie,.* 


a Pſalm of contzntation under his ſufferings. 
The two great duties of Gods ſervants un- 
der afffi&ions are, a ſilent ſubmiſſion , and a 
ſan@ified uſe of them : The former of theſe 
maketh affiiFions ſti/-borr childrer , in as 
much as it ſoyts the month , and repreſſeth 
all clamorous cries. This the P/almiſt learnt 
when he ſaid , 7 was dumb, and opened not 
my mouth. The other maketh affii®ions prege 
nant mothers , in as much as they inable us 
to the exerciſe of many excellent graces. 
Among the ſeveral influences which ſanTifi- 
ed troubles have on us, it is not the /eaf?, that 
it openeth our eyes. Schola crucis ſchola lucis is 
a knownand experienced ſaying, the ſchoole 
of the Croſſe is very lightſome , and though 
bitter to the taſte, is a ſingular ſalve for the 
eye. Apollonins writeth of a People who ſee 
nothing in the day , but all in the night - In 
the day of proſperity we forget, 1n the night 
of adverſity we remember both God and our 


ſelves, as his Soveraignty, lo our own frailty... 


Alexander who was flattered by the people as 
a God, having received a. wound in his body, 


confeiled himſelf to be mortal. This holy mar 
whom you find fancying a ſtability 1n the 
time of his proſperity , 1 ſaid my monntain is 


» 
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of Humane frailty. 


der a croſſe, acknowledgethhis brittle fragi- 
lity in the words of the text: Behold, thok 

haſt made my dayes as an hand bredth, ec. 
Though there is no- parcel of holy writ 
which doth not deſerve our ſerious view, 
yet ſome Scriptures have as it were aſteriſms 
annexed to them, to intimate,that they ought 
to be more eſpecially poxdered by us, and 
ſuch is this which T am now to handle. The 
truth is , there is no leſſor more ſubſtantial 
than the nothingneſſe of our ſubſtaxce of ages 
no meditation more ſerious and weighty than 
that of mans /;ghtzeſ/e and vanity z nor would 
any Do@rine be more cloſely laid to heart 
than this , that our dayes are #5 an bands 
bredth. That this tranſtorineſſe of our 
lives might not be ſlightly-paſſed over in our 
mindes , whereas ſome Scriptures have ore 
aſteriſme either in the beginning or end, and 
others two , to wit, both in the beginning and ' 
the exd, this verſe hath three notes of atten- 
tion, in the beginning, inthe middle, and in 
the exd. The firſt word we meet with, is'a 
Behold, which argueth it to be rem ſeriam, a 
ſerious leſſon : the word in the xriddle of the 
verſe is verily , which ſpeaketh it to be rexe 
certam, acertaintruth : and the laſt is Selah, 
which intimateth it to be reve magnam, a mo- 
mentous Doctrine. Behold is a note of atten- 
tion , Verily of aſſeveration, and Selah of 
meditation : Behold cals upon us to take no- 
tice, Yerily requireth us to believe, and Selaþ 
-Þ 2 willeth 


- 


ne os 


Wl. my wy 9k Fc. SIT, 
14K he Text, you ſee co ifs of three alan 
The Subje# of the firſt 1s dazes , and thoſe 

dayzes meaſured, and the meaſure ſhort, Thou 
haſt made my dayes. as an hands bredth; The 
Subje@ of the ſecond is\gge; and that ge beirny 


[9 in, che: ballagos ,, found light, very 


'4 meer nothing 5 mite: age is nothing; 


© before thee : The ſu ied of. the'third ig: ma; 

and that conſidered not: i in his a#t»agz, but 

fri ing. Gr hg i is found to be very vain, 'every 

Nhelbe/eate is altogether Panikge>. 

T7 Peet dice iprodecihitk, ob: 

ſerve in the text a particilar- CE bene 
of « one and the, ſar ame DINrIE.” 


EG nl kitt in David himſelf, 
HY Wie a4 542 57 V8 71 . 

.. Abſalately in; the ff clauſe;,” thou by ft 
made my dayes as- an hands bredth. 

Comparatively in the ſecond , mine age is/ 
a nothing before thee. 

Generally amplified., in.reference to the 
whole race of mankinde , every man in his 
beſteſtate, ec, pot 5 | 

Before . I enter upon theſe -ſeverals , it- 
will not de incongruous to > obſerve, that, 
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—_Ty-—2 CLE, 
+ 


yu_ 
- 


of Humane frailty. 


— - — 


1. The P/almiſt thinketh-it.not enough to/ 
mention, but inculcateth this; Brine of the 
15" It: only here, 
but elſewhere to be obſerved ; yea; not oily: 
in him, O's {ſo that in ſeveral places, 
when thoſe holy men fall upon this fob ec, 
they ſet it forth with multiplied expreſſions 
both proper and metaphorical. 
That which we may well concezve to be 
hereby intimated, is, | | 


1, On the one hand oxr dxlnef and unwil-i 


lingneſito lay-this truthito heart, There. is no/ 
leſſon we are more wntoward to learn, 'and* 
therefore the — repeats it ſo often, 
among all the nezles of the.San@Fnary , none' 
harder to enter.into us than tnis, and there-: 


fore the Maſters of the Aſſemblies faſten it-ſo- 


ftrongly,, indeed it is but reaſox*that whar' 


we are ſo prove tp caſt behinde our backs, 
ſhould be frequently ſet before our eyes. 

-2,. On the other hand our dxty, which is 
not oxce, but agair and again to conſider it 5 


God bath ſpoken once (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) and Pal. 62; rt. 


I have. heard; it, twice-:\. It may. admit this 
loſs, - what: God ſpeaketh: but once; ' we 
ould hear with twice that. attention which 
we give to what is ſpoken by men; and 
ſurely it weſhould hear twice what God ſpea- 


keth.once, we (hould hear often what he ſpea-* 


keth often.. That ' leſſon which is ſo *much 
iterated cannot beenough conn'd ,: and what 
the Holy Ghoſt. hath uttered in ſuch multi- 
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Job 7. 9. 
Ifay 4o, 6, 


Pal. 90. 4. 


| plied words, js certaialy moſt worthy our 


multiplyed thoughts. | 

For both theſe reaſons, no. doubt it is, that 
the Permen of holy writ doin-their manifold 
expreſſions not only uſe ſimilitudes to repre- 
ſent the ſhortneſs of life, but ſuch ſimilitudes 
as are moſt obviozs and familiar to us, that 
which way ſoever weturn our eyes, we may 
be pat in minde Of it. 'When we are at Sea, 


Job 9. 25. 26. the ſpeedy ſayling of the Ship; when in for- 
4 Pet. 1. 17. 7eigee parts, theſhort tire of our ſojourning 
Afay 38. 19, 


when on the Aoad, the quick riding of the 
Poſt ; and when in Texts, the ſuddain taking 
down and removing of them, do all proclaim 
tous the paſſeng away of our life; the vaniſh- 
ing of the clouds, and flight of the Eagle a- 
bove us; the withering of the flowers , and 
cutting down of the graff beneath us ; the 
tales we tell in the day, and dreams we have 
in the zight 3 finally, the breath we dayly 
ſend out of our months, and here the xarrow 
bredth of our hands are all made uſe of to 
repreſent this truth unto us, that whether we 
look »pward or downward, both waking 
and ſleeping, both by other creatures, and by 
our own ſelves, we may be admoniſhed of our 
mortality. 

2. This good man reflecting his thoughts 
upon _ \; applieth it to himſelfe, in 
that he ſaith, wy dayes, and mine age,thereby 
ſetting us an excellent pattern of bringing 
home generall truths to our own particulars : 


We 
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We are all very backward to grant that in 
hypotheſs, which we know to be true in theſs 3 

that al men are ſinners we eallly acknow- 
ledge; and yet who ſaith in good earneſt, 
Tam a ſinner; that every man is mortal none 
will deny, and yet who conliders, that him 
Selfe is jo. It was St. Hierom's complaint 

in communi ſtrage morientium nemo ſe cogi-Hieron. 
tat moriturum © even at ſuch times' when 
multitudes are taken away by death, no man 
(almoſt) thinkethit will ſeize upon him : So 

that whereas it 1s a joyous promiſe to the 
godly man , a thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, Pal, gr. 7. 
and tex tbouſand at thy rieht hand , yet it 

(to wit, the plague) ſhall not come nigh thee : 

It is the impious pradice of the wicked 
man,thongh a thouſand fall at his ſide,and ten 

Pa þ ow at his right hand, not to think death 
ſhall (nay to think it (hall not) come nigh him. 

But ſurely it'is ozr duty , and will be or 
wiſdome , to bring home both examples and 
doFrinesto our lelves, that what we ſee ve- 
rified in others, and what we confeſf 18 ap- 
pointed forall, we allo look upon as impend- 
ing over our own heads. They are both inten- 
ded by God , Oh let them beſo my i of 
by us as g/a//es wherein to ſee our own faces. 
Do we then- ſee others brought to their 
graves? what ſhould our thorghts be but to 
allude tothoſe woras of St. Paul to Saphyra, 
Behold, the feet of therz who have buried this gg, . 
my brother (or ſiſter) are at the door to carry 


4,.C 
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me out. Do we aſſent to this truth , death is 
the end f all men © what ſhould out medita- 
tion be, but this, death will be my end 5 The 
truth is , «niverſal propoſitions include each 
particular, and therefore the izference 1s 
Juſt 5 ſothat David in this verſe ſaying, every 
man , might alſo well ſay, My dayesz and 
withall, zxiverſal propoſitions can have little 
influence upon the wil and affetions, unleſs 
every one look upon himſelf as included in 
them :- To what pxrpoſe is 1t to believe the 
Remiſſion of ſins , and The reſurre@ion of the 
fleſh, if I do not alſo believe The Remiſfion of 
my ſins, and The Reſurre&ion of my ficſh? to 
as little parpoſe is it to acknowledge that e- 
very mar is vanity, it T do not particular 
conſider, that 7 aw ſo. Behold, thou haſt made 
my dayes, &c. | 

3- David having particularly aſſerted his 
own frailty, goeth on to lay it downas a ge- 
nerall maxime. 

Probably for his own comfort , in that it 
was not his caſe alone: Iris a great allevia- 
tion ofan affi&ionto conſider that it 18 com- 
202 with this St. Paul chearcd up the Corin- 
thians, There hath no temptation taken you 
but ſuch as is common to man : and in this 
particular of death, when Joſhua and David 
perceived their owne deathapproaching, they 
refie® on its general/ extent, 7 go the way of 
all: the earth, thereby rendering it ſo much 
the leſle terrible to themſelves, 

- Certaiduly, 


3 Cor: 10.13. 


Joſh. 23,14. 
1 Kings 2. 2. 
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Certainly, for others warning'to make ac- 
count of the like. Leſt any ſhould thizk!, that 
though. Davids dayes' were but ian. hands 
bredth,yet theirs may be of a /onger meafare, 
he lets the wholerace of mankind know, that 

are all concern d; 1o that.as Chrifit (aid 


the 
wy Diſciples, What 1 Joy unto y0u I {Af yarke 13.14- 
a 


#nta all, David ſcemeth to ſay here, What 4 
ſag of my ſelfe 1 ſay of all : It was not [ſo in 


other things, though David could ſay of him- 
ſelfe in ore place, Ay Cnp. runneth over 
and in azotber_ place , 71 am holy, he could 
not ſay ſo of every man,uay, but a few men, 
theyare not mazy who exjoy that meaſure of 
proſperity, and fewer who attain that piety 
which he. had.; but there are #0xe who are 
not under the law of mortality , and there- 
fore no wonder, if as he ſaith, Thou haſt made 
my dayes , 10 he concludes, every mar in his 
beſt eſtate, &*c. 

Theſe things being premiſed, I ſhall now 
proceed to the diſtind handling of the ſeve- 
rall-claxſes, and accordingly, 


Pal . 23 4+ 


85. 2. 


I ſhall begin with the particular exemplifi-Gen. 1. 


cation, and that 


Asit is(et down abſolutely in thoſe words, 7411" 7: 


Thou haſt made my dayes as an hands bredth, 
wherein the Pſ/almiſt layeth downe a double 
aller:1on, the oxe concerning himſelfe , My 
dayes are as an hauds bredth , the other con- 

cerning God, Thou haſt made. 
1. David affirmeth his dayes to be as an 
Cc hands 
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; Vulg. Lac. 


Job 5. 1, 


Hieron. 


bands bredth, by which metaphor, T conceive 
two things are intended: . 

I. Aft hands bredth is a'determinnate ne 4- 
ſrre, The time of life is ſet. The Fulgar 
Latine reads it,, wenſurabiles; dayes which 
way be,meaſured , that argueth Tempus fini- 
tum 1, that this Vife is finite : our dayes are 
both ramerabiles and menſirabiles, fuch as 
may be numbred and meaſured,as being finite; 
But dies pelmares, which is the true reading 
of the -origirall, poeth further , in that his 
dayer are laid to'be as anhands bredth , it 
noteth not only Temprr finitum, but definj- 
txm-, ſuch a time as ſhall exd , but the exd 
whereof is fixed , ſo true is that of Job, 7s 
there not an appointed. time to man upon 
earth? © | 

2. Chiefly 4n hands bredth is a ſhort mea- 
ſwre , and ſois the time of life, St. Hierome 
underſtands it ſo, and theretore reads it ex- 
prefly breves: Tndeed both the words here 
uſed ſerve to illuſtrate this truth. | 

I. The ?ſalmiſt doth not ſay, my years, 
Or my months are as an hands bredth , but 
my dayes, which next.to hoxrs, 1s Toe forte 
dimenſion. of time. Thoſe: ſacred. Annals, 
the Books of Chronizles are called *in the He- 
brew, words of dayes, for this reaſon proba- 
bly, to intimate.the ſhort lives of the Kings 
of Iſveel and Frdah, which are there record- 

ed. Thetruth is, the f{ingular number may 


ſerve to repreſent mans. life, . which 1s but 
one 


a 
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one day, the proſperous life a Sun-ſhining , 
-the afiiFeda rainy day, the long lite a ſun 
mers, and the ſhort a winters day 3 fome have 
only a worn and breakefaſt , others (tay till 


-n00n and dine, the eldejt live but till evening 


and /xp in this world , all muſt go to bed in 
the grave when the right of death com- 
meth, 

2. But that which is prixcipally intended, 
is the weaſwre of thoſe dayes, which is not 
ane/, ora yard, or a eubit , the length of an 
arm, Or an c/bow 5, no, nor-yet the length, but 
only the bredth of an hand : nor:-is-this affir- 
wed of one particular day by it ſelfe, but of 
all his dayes together , the whole time of his 
Life. T hus as Parrhapar, when he had drawn 
Cyclops aſleep on a lattle table, the placeth 
S$atyres about him meaſuring his ihnarb with 
a long ſtalk, toexprelle the greatmeſſe of his 
ftature ;, (o here the.P/almiſt,:to let torth the 
ſbortneſſe of his life, brings1n God, as it were 
meaſuring it with an bands bredth. 

T hat. you-may yet more fully diſcern the 
fineſſe of the reſemblance , it will not bea- 
miſs to:obſerve a diſtintion of a donble hand- 


bredth. 


The one greater, which is the whole ſpace 
between-the top of the thxmb and the little 
finger when the hand is expanded, it is in 


account near twelve inches , and is called a 


an. 
The other /eſer, which is only the bredth 
C-v .of 


- 


A Looking-Glaſſe 


of the foxr fingers , and thoſe not diſtant 
from, 'but cloſed one to the other. 

T he former of theſe is by'the Greek called 
axIdue , and that is the word here uſed by 
Symmachws : the later is called waa, and 
that is the word uſed by the Seventy. In- 
deed in-ſome copies'it 1s' naxuds, old dayer, 
which may admit of a good conſtruction to 
this purpoſe ,, as old garments are quick/ 
wornout, ſo are\oxr dayes. But doubleſle 
the beſt reading ( as agreeing with the He- 
brew) is, #«xuais; which ſignifieth, the leſſer 
hands bredth 5: ſo that what Anacharſis ſaid 
of Sea-men is. upon this account trxe of al 
men , there is but the ſpace of. four fingers 
between them and death. Indeed this meta- 
phor may very juſtly\take in'the whole /ati- 
tude of life which' men attain in this world, 
the four fingers. bredth repreſenting'the forr: 
ages of man, -to\wit , Childhood, Toxth,. 
Manhood; Ot ave the life of: a childs is: 
ſcarce an i#eh, of anold mar but a fpaxr ;, of 
the oneit'may be ſaid., his dayes are but a 
fingers bredth , 'and of the other 1t can but be 
faid, 3 ayes arear arbandsbredth. 

2. Having taken this view of dies palmares; 
the euſuvre ofour dayer,, which isan hand- 
bredth, .itwill berequilite to confeder the Tw 
poſtiſti ,c whovic 18 that ihath made owr dayer 
futh, ant heforezoineg verſe informeth us, 
chat it is Fehovah, the Lord, to whom David, 
diredteth 3kpzrthis prayer,. und here his com- 
4.2 39 plaint. 
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plaint. My times ((aith this holy man ,elſe-Phl. 31. 15- 
where to God.) are in thy bands;\that 151 at 
his diſpoſe ; ſo. much Avraham intended' by. 
the phraſe, when heſaith to:Sereh.concern- 
ing Hagar, behold, thy maid is in thy haxds, Gen. 15. 5. 
do with her as pleaſeth thee : Thus were 'Da-\ 
vids times in Gods hands, to appoint the cons 
tinnance'ot them, according toithe:pteaſwre 
of his own will ; yea, Job (ſpeaking of mary 
indefinitely) ſaith,, his dayes are determined, 
the number of his. months are with thee, thou' 
haſt appointed his bounds that be cankot paſſe. 
He that hath ſet hoxwds, te the. $ea hitherto 
it (ſhall go andwwa frrther',  hath-appointed> 
limits to mans life.. Thus long he ſhall live;" 
and no longer, ., Our Savionr-laidto his Dif 
ciples ,, the. hairs, of your head are>uumbred, 
tnd ſurely thenthe dazes of our lifeare num- 
bred; bed ifche Sorrow fa not to thegronnd,. 
muchlefle doth a waz, without the Father, 
by whoſe providexceall.things are ordered, 
and conſequently,.all,»ans dgyes arecappoin- 
ted; ſo true is this.of the'Pſa/miſt, Thow haſt+ 
made my dayes as an hands bredthc: 
_ To cloſe up, this, with a double medita= 
tion, | | 
I, Siace God. hath made | our dayes as ar" 
hands bredth, let us.be content they ſbould be: 
ſo, not murmuring at the brevity eitherof our 
own Or others lives, we areapt(with Jonah) 
to ſay , we do well io. be angry,, when (like 
ttis gourd) our life, or-the life of any.ot our 
friends 


| 
| 


TY 
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Friends quickly withereth 5 but this holy mans 
practice is far better, and ought to: be our 
pattern, who faith in this Pſalar, T was dumb 
and opened not my. month, becauſe thou didſt 
it. The more to erforce this leon of con- 
po in . this reſpe# upon us, conſi- 
&r , | 

I. It is-#0t in thy power tomake them. lox- 
ger, no notan hazrs bredth, then this hands 


Luke 12. 25. bredth, ,which of you ( ſaith our Saviour). by 


-Ifa. 38. 12, 


taking thought, can add one cubit to his ſta- 
taref (a mayadd) or one day to his life? 
Indeed :a-prudent care of prolorging-our 
dayesis. commendable as bectaſe God requi- 
reth it ſo, becauſe the time how long wehall 
live is unkzrown tous: but an impatient ax- 
xiety inreſpett of life's fhortneſſe is fooliſh, 
ſince-it maketh our /ife ſo muth'the more bit+ 
ter, and not at all /oxger. 
2. Beſides , though God' be the efficiext , 
. yet we-are the meritorious cauſe of the abbre- 
viation of our dayes 5 God at firſt made oxr 
dayes of ſuch a bredth as con|d:not be mea- 
ſwared , nar ſhould our /ife have krowne 
death :if we'had not known , ſin: It is very 
obſervable-what Hezekiah ſaith to-this pur- 
pole, 7 have ent off like a Werver my life © 
he mill ent me off with pining ſickneſſe, ac- 
knowledging it to be his own a& as.well as 
:Gods, yea c as the order 1mports) therefore 
.Gods, becauſe bjs, Had not,we our ſelves cat 


ſort our lives , ,Go& would never have cat 


-them 


} 
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them ſhort, and therefore let us fo ackrow- 
ledge ourdeſervingsas to clear divine juſtice, 
and ſubmit to his drſþoſe.- (014 

2... Since God. hath made onr' dayer as an 
hands bredthletus fo account them: No avith- 
metiock in numbring, nor Geometry in menſur- 
ing our dayes better than that which Go# 
himſelf teacheth. But alas it is anw/w#al/pra- 
Qice to make onur dayes far longer in our ima- 
ginations than they are in reality. It was 
the injuſtice of that Sfeward to his Zord, 
who when the debt was an hundred meaſures 
of wheat, bid the debtor, write Ss. te 
and when ar hendred meaſures of Oyle ; to 
write down fifty-:. but ſuch is our injuſtice 
to our ſclves , that when our dayesr/are not 
fifty, we'write down forrſcore'; .and -where- 
as they-are' but an-hands bredth; we fancy 
them to be of a far /arger ſize. Tndeed,:as the 
deceitfull honr*glaſſe; having the ſand up on 
both ſedes.,  maketh"a' man-think&there i$a 
good deal of the bour to rar ont, whereas b 
reaſon of an hoYowneſſe in the middle ic Parke 
eth preſently ;3- ſo do oxr dayes, by reaſon 
of ſtrengthand health promite us to be wany, 
and ona ſuddain , by reaſon of ſome i{ hu- 
mour ſcizing onthe vitals in'the middle of 
the body , they prove to be few. It 1s a ſay- 
ing in the Civil Law, Preſumitur quilibet 
vivere centum annos,Every one #s preſumed to 
live an hundred years 5 the riſe whereof is 


that fond opinion in the. mindes of wot men, 
where- 
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— whereby they flatter themſelves with. appre- 
hewfiews ok;{ong-tife.; -Qh let us remember tt 


1s the property of a googh' man (according to 
the. Greekz, Fathers phraſe ) nag de mhy lo , 
to eſteem his life. as a, Plgrimuge of 'a ſhort 
continuance ,. And, this eſpecially for four 
,ends..{i;! ; 3645 ENT i | L 7 iC T 
1. To beſtet :10ur repentance for our ſeas. 
The meaſure of our dayes, is the ſpace ot our 
repentance ,. lince it is #arrow ,: let this be 


Needy 5 that caunot be Jorg extended, Jet not 


this be.Jang' deferred; One'ot the dayer of 
thy life,mult be the day of repertance., and 
Af oze, whynot.thas day.? eſpecially conlider- 
ing the meaſure (for. ought thou 4rowesi?,) 
may, be at. the #/moſt.extent, and this day 
may; proye thy.44ft., It is-vrie, At what time 
Joever a finnev repents. from the bottome of his 
heart, 'God mill do away his off ence ;” but then 
he muſt repent whileſt be hath. time - At what 
tins themijade ſexverh ghe;Mariner, he may 
ſailetothe Havern.z but.then he muſt ſale 
while the winde;,ſeroeth.,: which will not be 
ealwazes,” nor loxg., aud therefore let us 
be fo wiſe , as. to-take time 'whilelſt it is af- 
Farded..., A | 

2' To leſſen our. affeFrons towards this 
world, Whenas the meaſure of our dayes 1s 
contraFed to an hands bredth, why ſhould 
the. earthy deſpres of our hearts be ſo much 
enlarged? Could we at our pleaſure add 
day to day and year to gear, it were:good 
policy 


a+ 
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policy to joyne houſe to houſe, and field to 
feld ; but to what forpd/e are many goods, 
when ( with the rich fool in the Geſper ) we 


have perhaps but a few hours, whileſt thou . 


liveſt, thy dayer are but as the bredth of thy 
hand , when thou-dieſt, thou ſhalt have no 
more ground than the length of thy body , 
why 1o greedy in graſping large revenews 
and valt poſſeſſrons ? 

3. To lengthen our patience under the af 
fiiFions of this preſent life, our dayes are 
of a-arrow bredth, a ſhort length, and affti- 
GFions can laſt no longer, nor be extended 
broader than our dayes 3 Why ſhould not our 
patience be as large and- long as our affit#1- 
ons One Greek reading of this clauſe is 
naralpy, dayes of ſtrife and miſery; ſuch 


were Davids at this time, and many times . 


are oxrs, but-the-comfort is, they are ready, 
only an hands bredth : Man that is born of a 


woman (ath Job) is of few dayes, and full Job14- 1: 


of trouble. T rue our dayes arefull of zroxble, 
I but withall they are few 3 the fewneſſe of 
our days would be a trouble, were it not that 
they are full of trouble , and the fulneſſe of 
their trouble might be a griefe , were It not 
for their fewneſ/e ; Neither on the one hand 
ſhould the pleaſure of our dayes much elevate 
us, nor onthe other, the ſorrows of them per- 
plex us, when we conſider, that thoſe though 
ſweet, are but ſhort, and theſethough ſharp, 
2rc but few, very few, no more than will 

D make 
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Nature 


make -up as it.. were an. hands bredth. 

4. To: quicken. win the praFice of good 
works, They. ſay of the Birds of Norway, 
that they: fly faſter than. others , not becauſe 

Tatur Jlth gwen them. wore, or ſwifter 
wings, but becauſe the 4ayes are ſhorter there 
than elſewhere they make tne greater haſte, 
Oh that the coxſideration of the ſhort meaſure 
of our days might accelerateus in our race-to 
beaver ,.1o as with great ſpeed and diligence 
we may. learn to works out our ſalvation, 
It is ſaid of the. Devzl,: he is come down to the 
Inhabitants pt the earth, having great wrath, 
becauſe he knowerbbis time. js but ſhort, how 
ſhould we beſtir our ſelves with great zeale 
in Gods ſervice , ſince we know our time is 
ſhort. Take in the whole life of man, it is 
but as the bredth of four fingers, ſure we had 
not need to lo/2 any of them : Hethat having 
but foxr acres to ſow with core (all which 1s 
little enough to ſ#pply his family) and ſhould 
only ſow one, and let the reſt overrux with 
weeds, will he not delervedly be branded 
for ee Oh why then are we ſo fooliſh to 
mil-ſpend the greateſt part ot our dayes in 
doing nothing, or worſe than nothing, when 
as all our dayes are but four fingers bredth z, 
Nature, or rather the God of natxre, hath not. 
given us ((to.uſe Sexeca's expretiion) fo /zrge 
a time of life, as to trifle away any part of 
it ; yea, he that ſpends it beſt will ittii nave 
cauſc to ſay with David 1n the clofe of this 
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Plalm, O ſpare me," #hat'# may. recover 
ſtrength before' T'g0 hence ; and be wo more 
2 
"a You have heard the brevity of mans life 
exemplitied in David , by an abſolute allers 
tion under the metaphor of fan hund-bredth, 
go we on to'the' comparative propolition, 
mine age is nothing before thee. {LP 
The —_— of this propoſption is variouſly 
rendred, By: the Caldes'it is read body, and 
indeed it is mans «duration in reſpect of: his 
body, which is ſaid'to be as nothing, lince the 
Soul is immortal; Aquila reads it wieJ%ns\, the 
time of the ſouls impriſonment in the bod)y 3 
the Seventy tranſlate it warmers» which is ren- 
dred by the Vulgar Latine ſubſtantia, but 
Prey Geaiferh ſubſitentia , and is fo to 
exnderſtood here, my ſubſiftence. The He- 
brew word is. moſt. genuinely -#ranftated by 
eoum, mine ave, towit; in'this world'; for 
that is' fometimes' the ſgrification of the 
word. | 
Concerning his age, David laith, it is «s 
nothing : It you compare this with the for- 
mer clauſe, you' hat oblerve a'gradation; 
aſcending inthe [ubje#, whereasthere dayes, 
here an age, which & made wp not only of 
dayer, or months, but years; defcending in the 
predicate, therean bands bredth, (which is ' 
but ſal?) here nothing. Solomon ſpeaking 


ot-the comforts of life, (eemeth to cal them proy.2z. 5 


on entities, Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that 
D 2 which 


A Looking-Glaſſe 


ifa. 40.15. 


Verſ. 19 


which is not f forthis reaſon (no doubt,) be. 
cauſe their being is a continall tendency to 
ot being. Upon the ſame accomptr, the age 
of Davids life is here faid-to be nothing, be- 
cauſe of 'no- continuance... the word vn is 
near.a kin to. yw, which commeth from yy 
ceſſavit , and 10 ſoon doth mans age ceaſe, 
that it is as if it were. ot at all, 

But yet this muſt be taken with its reſtri- 
Gions. David-doth not ſay, mine age is no- 
#bing, but it is 4s nothing. 5 nor doth he ſay 
this poſotively, but reſpe@zvely, in reference 
to God, it is as nothing before thee.. 

The Prophet: 1ſazah ( ſpeaking of the 
whole world of mankind) laith, The Nations 
are as 4 drop of a bucket, and are accompted 
& the ſmall duſt of the ballance : behold, he 
taketh up the Iſkes 45.4 very little thing ; but 
as if this were not full exongh, a little after. 
he ſaith, AL Nations before bim are as nothing, 
and they are counted to him» leſſe than nothing. 
and vanity : a ſmall duſt, foe drop are. 
little things, I but they are ſomething 3 the 
Prophet cannot enough ſet forth the diſtance 
between God and the Nationy unletle he go. 
lower , and therefore he faith, thsy are ar n0- 
thing. Nay, as if this were not enough, he 
will ftrain the ſence, and ſpeak a-contradi-- 
Gion, rather than not expreſle his wearing,. 
where he ſaith , they are*leſſe than nothing, 
then which (to ſpeak properly nothing can be 


lefſe. And furely if this be #rxe of af ___ | 
we 
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well might David affirm it of bis age, and if 
you would 4zow the meaning of thoſe words 
before thee, it is explained inthat of the Pro- 
phet , when having ſaid before hims, he ad- 
deth, they are counted to him, that is, i# com- 
pariſon of him. Suitable to this it is that the 
Pſalmiſt having -ſet forth Gods eternal duras 
tioz , and- preſently after ſpeaking of mans 
years, he calleth them in the /axguage of the 
Seventy iEwrdusle, which TertuUian reads 
aullificamina ; and it is: the ſame in effet 
with-that which goeth before , a thouſand 
ears are in thy ſight but as yeſterday, which 
bein paſt, is nothing. Dei eſſe eſt ſuumeſſe, 
ſay * Schools, from that of God to _—_ 
T am that I am', Gods being .is of and from 
—_ 3 yea, it is himſelf,. he is One nndivi- 
ded, unconfined, ſimple, eternall, and origi- 
all being, and as there is no being , but rom 
him, {o all other beings are as nothing in re- 
ſpect of hine. 

It will not be awif (for the further i/x- 
ſtration of this truth) to conſider the 'age of 
Davids lite in ſeverall references. 

1. David m_ truly have ſaid, Afize age 
# ſhort in reſpe@ of rv yang 4rd : the Dayer, , . 
of Methuſelahare ſaid to be nine bundred ix- 
ty and nine years : the dayes of David , by a Sam. 5. 4 
computation of the time when he began , and 
how long he reigned, were not much above 
threeſcore and ten , {o that he /ived not ſo 
many tens as Methuſelah did bundreds. The 


life 
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life of man _—_ the flond, was as a large 
Volume bound up in folio, but fince it is 
contraFedtoa far leſſer volume, and is (asit 
were) bound up in decimo ſexto, lo that 
whereas David laith inthe former clauſe, wy 
dayes are as a hands bredth , he might have 
ſaid, they are as a fingers bredth in compari- 
ſon of the ancient Patriarchs. 

'2. David might have ſaid, Mine age is ve- 
ry ſhort in compariſon of the age of the world, 
St. Paxl ſaith of the faſhion of this Marcrocoſm 
it paſſeth away, but the age of the Aicro- 
coſm, man paiſeth away far ſwifter. The 
World was almoſt as many Gaſind years 
old as David was ſcores in his times , that 
number is now well nigh doxbled , but mans 
age is rather ſhortned. How many hundreds 
of yeares the world may yet continue is not 
known tous, but the ordinary rmumber of the 
years of mans agenow , compared with the 
zumber of ſix thouſand years, is but ſo much 
aSaweek is to a year, Or a minute to an hour, 
ſo that whereas he ſaith my dayes are as a ſpan 
long, he might have ſaid they are not an inch 
long, in reſpect of the worlds duration. 

3: \David might have ſaid , Mine age in 
this World is exceeding little ', in compariſon 
of the duration of the other world. The age to 
come is no lefle than an eternity, and though 
it have 2 beginning, it (hall have zo end; ſo 
that whereas the P/almiſt ſaith Ay dayes are 
as an hands bredth, he night have ſaid , they 

are 


© of Humane frailty. 


23 


are 4s an hairs bredth in re\pect of the conti- 
anuance of the world to come. 

4. Finally, -David might have ſaid, Mine 
age is ſtarcely any thing before the Angel;, 
whole duration began with this world, and 
ſhall continue in the world to come, and ſo is 
coetaneons with both the worlds.” | 

Butall theſe are far ſhort of this compariſon 
which he here maketh of his .age with God, 
who is eternal, both 2 parte ante, and 2 parte 
poſt , from everlaſting to everlaſting. The 
utmoſt ;7z2aginable extent of Time in compa=- 
riſon of eternity is far eſſe than an'inſtant, 
is in reſpect of the longeſt Time. Were it poſ- 
fible to divide eternity into parts, a million 
of years would not be ſo much as a ter hun- 
dred thouſandth part 5 and what then is ſe- 
venty or fourſcore years,? no wonder it David 
ſay, mine age is nothing (a meer nothing) be- 
fore thee. 

It isan excelent leflon which may here be 
taken forth by us, namely, to /ooke upon out 
ſelves in reference to God, that ſo we may 
be-vile and [ittle in our own eyes, There are 
many exee/encies wherein we are apt to glo- 
ry , and whereof to boaſt, which if they 
would but compare with divine attributes, 
would appear wear and contemptible, Wert 
thou ſtrong as Sampſon , yet thou maylt ſay, 
My jir ngih Is nothing before thee , nor {o 
muclr as a weak ſtripling is betore a mighty 


Giant + wert thou as wiſe as Solomon , yet 
fav. 
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ſay, my wiſdome is* nothing _ thee , not 
ſo much as the ſi4y brute is betore the inteli- 
gent Angels; the very fooliſhneſſe of God (to 
uſe.St. Pauls language) being wiſer than the 
wiſdgme of men; Wertthou Honorable as 4- 
lexander, yet lay, mine honour is nothing be- 

ore thee, mot ſo much as the glimmering can- 


le is before the glorionus Sun; wert thou 


rich as Creſſss , thou mult ſay, my riches are 
nothing before thee , not ſo muchas the drop 
.of water is tothe Ocean : Finally, wert thou 
as old as Methuſelab, thou mult ſay, mine age 
is. nothing before thee, not ſo much as a ew 
born babe to aged Methuſelah. - 
To end this, ſince Mans age 1s nothing be- 
Fore God, let it be nothing betore man him- 
ſelf, indeed as for that part of our age which 
iS paſt, it is ſo with ws, many years lince,being 
but asa few dayes, and the time which is goxe, 
Is 4s nothing , Oh that we would /ooke with 
the ſame eyeupon that which is to come. In- 
deed-in oe ſence we muſt reckon our age as 
Something, and that pretroxe, well were it if 
we would fet an higher value upon our time 
than to waſte it away infolly , but {till as to 
the dxration we mult. account it 4s nothing , 
and then we would have zoze to ſpare, but 
wholly imploy it for the gaining of that 
which 1s as ſomething & God , a joyful 
and happy «ternity. And ſo much thafl ſerve 
to be ſpoken of the firſt part of the text, the 
particular exemplification, pals-we on tothe 
General 
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Generall Amplification', in thefe words, Gen. 2. 
Every man.in his beſt eſtate is altogether va-« 
nity, A clauſe wherein each word1s Empha- 
tical, which will the better appear , if you 
takea view of | 

I. The extenſivenefs of the ſabje#concern- 
ing whom this do@rine'is aſſerted, which'is, 

1, Not the creeping piſmire, the crawling 
worm, the ſtupid aſe, or any ofthe ſexſitive 
creatures but Man, whois exdxed with rea- 

fon. . 

2. Not one or a few particulay wer, in ſome 
one part of the world, but of every man,who 
either hath been , #5, or ſhall livein any part 
of the world. 

3. Not _ of mean , poor; and ignoble 
perſons, but of man at his beſt eftate, Quam- 
vis floreat dignitate,opibms, potentia,as Mol- 
lerws glofſeth upon the'text, though he flow- 
riſh in' wealth, honour, and power tor though 
the Seventy reading be {8v, every man living, 
yet the Hebrew 2v2 which ſignifieth con ſtitu- 
tw, fixed, wa etled, is molt properly refer'd 
to him who ſeemeth to be ina ſtabliſhed pro- 
ſperow eſtate. ht 

2. The PRenngy of the predicate m 
that every man athis beſt eſtate 1s, 

I, Not only like to vanity, that 1s the [ax - 
exage ofthe Pſalmiſt elſewhere , Adam is as 
Abel, home ſimilis fa# eſt , man 15becomePll. 144. 4- 
like to vanity ; but he is vanity, as ifit were 
not only his reſemblance, but his ſ#bſtance. 

| [2p 2, Nor 
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_ 22 Nor is'/he only ſaid. to. be vir in the 
cancrete, as'Zophars (language is , vein mar 
would bewiſe; but vanity in the abſtra@F, as 
if it were not only an accident , but his eſ- 
ence. 
/ .. Nor sit-only faid, he ix vanity, as it is 
elffokervinthis Pſalm, but is altogether vani- 
#y , as if from the crowne of his head to the 
ſoles of his feet he were nothing but vanity. 
4. Nay, in. the Hebrew the Emphaſis is yet 
further, inthat vanity is the ſubje@, and max 
the predicate, for ſothewordsare to be ren- 
dred , according to the ' originall , A4/toge- 
ther vanity is every man, as it man were not 
to be defined by vanity, but vanity by mars; 
ſo'that if you-ark , What is vanity ? the an- 


ſwer is, it is man +: No marvel 'if the Pſal- 


z#ift elſewhere affirme , that man is lighter 
thar vanity z ſo that. were mar put in oze 
ſeale , and vanity in the other , man would 
mount up a5 being lighter, and vanity it ſelfe 
would weigh him downs. 

To ilufirate the truth of this aſſertion, 
know. 

I. That _—_ 15a: double oor J, to which 
every man at his beſt eſtate is ſ#bjeF, namely, 
of ifoftion and ab. rm : 

I. Marx is vanity in his diſpoſition. The 
Grammarian in Aulus Gellizs maketh vanus 
and ftult#s ſynonimous : vans 7uaſ mente 
vacuws, and (o every man is vanity, becauſe 


4 fool, Indeed vain man wonld be wiſe, but 


he 
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he is fooliſh in his thoughts, proje@s, deſpres, 
and aFjons. In the very next verſe it is {aid, 
phey are diſquieted in vain, to wit , with Vol 6 
fooliſh proje#s , and fruitleſſe carer. The 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they 
arewvanity ; itisno lefle true of his wordrand 
works : no wonder if man be compared to a 
ſhadow, having no light of knowledge in his 
minde , heat of grace in his heart , nor ſub- 
ſtance or ſolidity inhis aTions. 

2. But that which is here chiefly i»tended 
is, the vanity of man in reſpe@ of his condr- 
tion; in reference to this it 15 that-itis ſaid in 
the beginning of the next verſe, warn walketh,., ; 
in a vain ſhew, as if his reſ6dence in this world 
were but like that of a Player npon the ſtage, 
and this is here affirmed af this zeſt eſtate-and 
condition, CSM DTT Bt IN , 

2. Mans condition at the beſt isbut vanity 
in three reſpets, becauſe ##conflartand pe- 
riſhing, empty, and unſatisfying', falſe and 
CONS I 36075 a RE NS 

I. Vannm quod evereſcit, 'that which is 
v4in hath no ſolidity, and therefore w_ 
manency 5 lightneſſeis'the proper adjund# of 
vanity and 'inconſtancy the Þ br of Ii 11 
eſſe. $uch'is #ans beſt.eſtate, treſeeme W 
be /etled as the earth , but he vaniſhetÞ Wi 
the wirde, changethwith the moon; ant eb- 
eth with the water , Homo Bullx is ttue of 
man, at his beſt eftate he is like the Bubble 
which ſwels up by the rai faling upon the 

E 2 water, 


*—_ 4. «a 


VO. Ag Dec ADS As, oo. A DI FE) << > 045 hte AER. A FR ner a7. 


ALorking-Glaſſe 


DD OI—— — 


Sen. Trag. 


. ſhaking of his hand. 


water, and fals preſently, or which the ch:1/4 
cauſeth with the breath of his worth at. the 
exd of the reed, and vanyſbeth with the leaſt 
It was not without rea- 
ſox that mar is called by the Phyloſopher, 
Ludus fortune , Fortunes. may-game , with 
whom ſhe ſports her ſelfe, by putting him as 
it were into various oper, in altering his 
condition ,. Man at his beſt ow , like the 
Venice glaſſe, is bright, but brittle ;, or like 
Sodoms Apples, golden colour d , but moul- 
dring 3 his ſtrength a rf, ſoon ſhaker ; his 
riches, duſt, quickly driven away 3 his ho- 
nour a fancy, preſently goze. To day Nebu« 
chagdnezzar jets it on the bogs top, as if he 
expected a ſalutation fromt e celeſtial Ma- 
Jets , and ſuddenly he is turned to graze 
with the beaſts of the field, with which agree- 
eth that of the Poet, | 

dies vidit peniens ſuperbunt, 

Hwunc dies vidit fugens jacentem. 

| Shew me that _ that will not fade, that 
fruit which will notpatrifie, that cloud which 
will not va#iſo ,, 'that garment which will 


-Nnot Fet , and then (not till then ) expe® to 


finde that war who inhis beſt and molt pro- 
exouseſtate is not /ubje@F to mutation. and 
lation, | 


2, Vanity and inaxity:go together. One of 


-the Hebrew words p11 which is rendred var, 


fgniheth emp#y 3, that which is vain is empty, 
and being ſo , cannot ſatisfie , ſuch is x" 
e 


of Humane frailty, 29 N 


beſt eſtate, as not able to give any true con- 
tent. Man at his beif eitate, as he is mutable, 
ſo he 1s #nſatiable , his defpres are (till larger 
than his fortune 3 nor 1s It any time ſo wel/ 
with him , but that ſtill he would be better. 
Ahab in the midſt of his opulency is lick for 
Naboth's Vineyard 5. Hamon inthe height of 4 
dignity is truubled at the want of XMordecay's 
knee, Health, beauty, wealth, honours, Say 
of Content as the depth ſaith of wiſdome , it 
i not in #5. Man in his moſt 3h. ent at Con- 
condition feedeth xpox winde which cannot 

I the tomach, and therefore like the hoxſe- 
leech he ſtill crieth, Gzve, give. 

3. That which deceiveth our expectation 
ſeeming to be what it is not , and promiſing 
(asit were) to do that it cannot,is vain inthe 
worſt ſence ,. berng at once both vaxity and 
vexation.. T his is true of man at his bei? eſtate 
who promiſeth to himſelfe and others that 
which he cannot perform, and ſos deceived 
and decerveth. | 

Therich fool, being in a proſperous eſtate, 
promiſed himſelf much pleaſure, but was mi- 
ſerably diſappointed. Job ſaith of his bre- 
thren , they dealt deceitfully with hins as the Joh, 6; 1g; 
brooks do by the Traveler which are dry in 
the ſcorching heat, when he is moſt thirſty. 
It is a remarkable paſſage in the Pſalms, Mer 
of low degree are vanity, men of high degreep, 54, g. 
are alje : a man of low degree is at his worſt, 


a wax-of high degree at his beif eſtate , and 
yet. 
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yet whereas wer: of low degree are ſaid to be 
wanity,. men of high degree are ſaid to be « 
lie, which is as it were the dregs of vanity, 
becauſe it tends to deceive, which yet is moſt 
juſtly affirmed of men of highdegree, whob 
reaſon of their place and ſtate in this world, 
ſceme to promiſe much, and yet are 7 
truth a lie , not performing what they pro- 
miſe , and ſo diſappointing both their owne 
and others hopes. 

The xſe we are to make of this do&rine,is, 
in reference both to others, and our 
ſelves. ; , 

I. In reſpe@ of others, whether exemies or 
friends. 

Are the Churches or our enemies ( to out- 
ward appearance) in an eſtabliſhed condition 
of proſperity? let us not give way to exceſſe of 
grief and fear, or anger, but rather remen- 
ber in their beſt eſtate they are vanity , and 
being ſo, are ſet in ſlippery places. They 
ſeem to be fixed ſtars , but in truth they are 
only blazing comets, which appear for a lit- 
tle time and then vaniſh away. | 

2. Are our fſfiends for the preſent in a 


. flouriſhing eſtate? take we heed how welet 


out either our hopes or love too much to- 
wards them, dociffderini that they are but 
vanity, and therefore our hope which is pla- 
ced on them will end in ſame, and our love 
in vexation > Why ſo big with expe@ation 
of advantage or advancement from thy rich 
Ally, 


a 
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Ally, Honorable Lord , potent ftiend# alas, 
thou doſt but ſet thy foot upon the water 
which cannot bear thee : Why ſo inflamed 
with affeF:or to thy ny Wife, childe,, 
or near relation? Alas, thou doſt but exr- 
bracea ſhaddow in thine arms, which cannot, 
mult not ſtay long with thee. 
2. Inreſpect of our ſelves. 
I. Refle® we with ſorrow and hatred upon 
fu, the true cauſe of mans vanity. Mar in 
is firſt eſtate was altogether excel{ency 3 God 
ſaw every thing that he made , and behold it 
was ery good : ſurely this was much more Gen. r. 32: 
truc of man the maſter-piece of the creation, 
the image and glory of his Maker, not vanity, 
but divinity was his nature; he was not en- 
velop'd with rags of fail/ty,but enobled with 
robes of innocency 3 nor did he walke ina 
vain ſhew,, but a ſacred repreſentation of 
God himſelf. And now if you would know 
how this flower was bafted , It was by the 
breath of the Baſilish 3 how this image was 
defactd,'it was by the poyſon of the _ 5 
how man became vanity, it was by reaſon of 
mmiquity : ſo true is that of the Wiſe-man, 
He that ſoweth iniquity ſhall reap vanity. They, ,. 
Hebrew words, yan vanity, and yon mourn * 
ing are ſomewhat near in ſouzd 5 Oh, let us 
mournforthat vanity to which ſi# hath ſ#b- 
jeFed us,. and let us abhor ſir which hath ſub- 
jeFed vs to it. 


2, Provide 
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2. Provide we for our ſelves another, abet- 
ter eſtate thanthe bei# which this world af- 
fords, an -eltate of glory in the Heavens, 
Mans beit eftate on earth is mutable, but that 
+ durable; empty , but that is ſatirfying ; 
xncertain, but that is ſure 3-only for terms of 

gears, but that is for eternity. Phyloſophers 
generally affirm, that the Heavens are In con 
tinnall motion ,, and the earth ſtands immove- 
able, though there are thoſe whoaſlert, that 

the heavens © gp ftill,and the earth moveth - 
This indeed is a riddle in Phyloſophy , but it 
3s a certain tr#th in Divinity, that the things 
of earth are in a continuall flax , -and the 
things of Heaven in a ſtable permanency. 

And therefore in whatſoever ſtate we are 
here, let us learn to be content, be it never (0 
mean, ſoas not to repine; and let us not be 
content, be it never {o high, ſo as to reſt ſ7- 
tis fied; and whether our eſtate in this vvorld 
be high or low, let the firif and bei? of our 
deſires and endeavours be after that eſtate 
vyhich is not a fhaddow , but a ſubSarce z 
not a leaſe , but an inheritance; not vanity, 
bat felicity, and ſhall be far more inthe ſfruz- 
tion than it isin the expe@ation. To the poſ- 
ſeſſion wyhereof he bring us vvho hath pxr- 

chaſed it for us, Amen, 
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Havedone with my Text , but I muſt not 
|;e have done. This ſad providence wills 
us to fit ſtill a while longer , and by ta- 
_ a ſerious view, to make a AKeligioze uſe 
of it. | 

It is not very many wornths ſince T was jat- 
plozed to perform a far more welcome office 
for this ewr Siſter , namely, the conſumma- 
ting her Nuptials. She being in the prime of 
her years, happily watched to a dearly og 
and loved Husband, enjoying a confluence 
all outward contentments, {ſeemed as it were 
(to uſe the P/almifts phraſe) to be ina ſtt- 
tled eftate , and (according to our #/#«8 
phraſe) to be provided for a to this 
world. 

But alas ! in how ſhort a revolstion of time, 
how __ an alteration? This yong, firong 
haile , beautifull Gentlewoman in her be 
eftate becommeth a ſad inſtance of the gene- 
rall doFine in my Text 3 This flouriſhing 
flower is blafted by the winde of a violent di- 
ſeaſe , and plucked as it were out of her 
Husbands boſoive , by the rough hand of 
Death, and I ani now called to officiate her 
Faxerals. 

Thus have you ſometimes ſees the brighe 
Sun-ſhine on a ſudden vailed with 2 4erke 
cloxd, and a ſertne $kie hung with black, 

But yet let not, Oh let not her #e4r and 
dear friends ſhed too many fears over her 
| F Grave. 
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Text, who it is that hath made her dayes as are 
hands bredth, even He in whoſe hands all our 
times are tO prolong and cut ſhort as he pleaſ- 
eth : Beſides, why ſhould they weep above 
meaſure, ſince they do not grieve as without 
hope of (that which is moſt truly called) her 
bei? eſtate, her eternall welfare. | 
Her Education was Religions, and her Con- 
verſation vertuows 5 ihe was well inſtruted 
in, and affeFed to the bei? things. The plver 
PiFure of her comely body had init the golder 
Apple of a well 4iſpoſed ſoule.; the golden 
ring of her Soul had ſet into it the pretious 
Diamond of Vertue. A ſpotleffe innocency, 
humble moadeſtyand calm meekneſs were her 
choice Ornaments She was an obedient 
Danghter , a loving Siſter, an affeFionate 
Spouſe, a true ſriend , and (I truſt) a good 
Chriftian. Taka k 
In the time of her fickyeſſe ſhe gave evi- 
dence of many graces , a confident reliance 
upon her gracious God for deliverance from 
all her pairs, a penitent bewailing her careleſs 
expence of time,with ſerious reſolves ( it God 


ſhould prolong her dayes) of mwore.exeFnef * 


in her ChrifFiar courſe , together with her 
patient ſubmiſſton to the good wil? of her 
heavenly F ather. | a 

When ſhe beheld upon her hands the warks 
of her diſeaſe, ſhe ſaid , Theſe are Gods To+ 


kens, and I willingly embrace then, "_ | 
4J*. . 


Grave , remembring the T» poſiiſti in the 
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Saying of Solomon, Favonr is deceitful, and as 
beauty: is vain , but a woman that feareth the Prov. z1. 0; 
Lord fbe ſhall be praiſed, which was the ſub- 
je& of my wi conrſe occaſioned by her Nup- 
tials, was often in her thoxghts 3 fo that ſhe 
was not at all troubled with any anxious fears 
leſt the diſeaſe ſhould ſhoile her beanty 5-and 
though the rod were ſmart upon her back, 
nay, I may ſay her face, her whole body, ſhe 
reſolved to kiſſe it. 

Some few dayes before her death a drowſi- 
neff(eized upon her , which continued ( for 
the moſt part) to her laſt houre , when 
one Brother tooke ( as it were) the other 
by the heele , death following her ſeep, 
yea, her death being but a feep, and 
the grave to which ſhe is now going a bed 
wherein ſhe fhall repoſe her ſelfe till the 
morne of the ReſurreFion , when ſhe will 
(I hope  ) be married to the Lambs; nor 
ſhall any Funerals ſucceed thoſe joytull 
Nuptials. 

Weep not then for her who 1s not dead 
but fleepeth , dry your eyes, and ( with 
this holy man) oper not your mouths, or 
if you do, let it be in Ely's language, Ze 
- the _—- , let him do what ſeemeth good im 1 Sam, 3. 18% 

*s t. 

fe now ſince the Text and occaſior 
preach to us how vaine we are, how ſhort 
our lives are, and to what changes we 
are ſubjeF 3, what remaineth , but that e- 

F 2 very. 


\- 


F > 


— CE 


42 vory one of us-be Dy e— od pen 
gens eſpecially ly-our F] fo 
#,-ithat. \when theſe "gue: og 
Ny '% hare as an; hands bredth; 
Ende we may" paſſe to an exit): 
| t either #uwber or aeaſare-im 
che _ Heavenr: Amen. 


